Dare County Schools Plan for Gifted Education

The purpose of the Dare County Schools Gifted Education Plan is to ensure that gifted students and highly able students from all socioeconomic and culturally diverse populations receive appropriate services to meet their academic, intellectual, social and emotional needs on an on-going basis. The first plan was developed with the assistance of the State Technical Assistance for Gifted Education (Frank Porter Graham Child Center at the University of North Carolina) in 1996. Since the inception of the 1999-2000 plan, the Dare County Plan for Gifted Education has undergone successive revisions and state reviews every three years as required by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction. This 2010-2013 revision stems from the North Carolina Academically or Intellectually Gifted Program Standards as approved by the North Carolina State Board of Education on July 9, 2009, the 2010 Dare County Schools Gifted Program needs assessment survey results, with input from all AIG facilitators in Dare County Schools.
Vision

The Dare County Schools Gifted Education Program prepares students with the knowledge and skills needed to be life-long learners and effective citizens who meet the challenges of the rapidly changing, interconnected, international environment. The program provides engaging, rigorous, and relevant differentiation to the core curriculum of the North Carolina Standard Course of Study in order to develop strong student character, personal responsibility, and scholarship. Student academic, intellectual, social, and emotional needs generate a continuum of service options within a comprehensive K-12 program. Students work within these service options with teachers and other personnel who have the necessary knowledge, skills, and understanding of these unique students. Gifted Students receive ongoing social and emotional support as they pursue academic and intellectual interests and goals in partnership with the wider professional learning community. 

Philosophy

The mission of Dare County Schools is to educate every child. Academically and intellectually gifted students require a higher level of intellectual stimulation and appropriate differentiation of the curriculum in order to reach and increase their individual potential. A continuum of gifted services are made available to all highly able students capable of outstanding performance, including students from culturally diverse, economically disadvantaged, and disabled populations.

Mission
Based on the global nature of the 21st Century, we must prepare all students for the challenges of a rapidly changing technological society. It is imperative to expand and refine our instructional practices to reach and educate every child in the 21st Century. 

