June 12, 2010 Manteo High School Keynote Commencement Speech

Dare County Schools Teacher of the Year Frank Vrablic 

In trying to find a fitting speech for the class of 2010 that will give a
meaningful and lasting impression, one word keeps coming to me - CHANGE.  

How fitting, as this is a major concept that I teach daily in my mathematics 
classes -THE RATE OF CHANGE.  Therefore, we will call this speech, the 
CHANGE IN LIFE WITH RESPECT TO TIME.

I have witnessed a change in the seniors in the years I have known them.  

They have changed in many ways - mentally, physically, socially, and emotionally to name a few. Some of these changes were natural, while others came about through individual choices. As each of you reflect back over the past four years.  I wonder if you are satisfied with your choices.  If so, feel proud on a job well done, if not, then learn and grow from them.

However, a lot of your past changes were not of your choice.  You were told you had to go to school, you had to take this and that class, you had to meet deadlines, you had to take a test, etc., etc., etc.  All requirements, and not enough electives. Now you enter the next stage of your life.  I call it a class in mult-variables.  Funny, some of you seniors will be entering multi-variable calculus in the fall, however, all of you will be entering multi-variable life.  Your choices will be more complex, as so many variables will be competing for and demanding your attention.  Life is full of indeterminates.  It will be up to you to manipulate these indeterminates to come up with conclusions.  The imaginery number “I” will take on a new meaning as you explore into the unknown.  You will be the one calling the shots.  You will be in control.  
Are you ready?

In reflecting on the senior class, I won’t dwell on whether you can solve an 
algebraic equation, or take a triple  integral.  Heck, not everyone can be a math herd. What I will emphasize is will you be productive responsible adults?  Will you be to work on time?  Will you stand strong in what you believe in when the going gets tough?  Will you meet life’s challenges?  Will you make this world a better place?

I understand the average person changes their career numerous times. 
Many of you have plans, but I assure you, many of these plans will be 
changed by this time next year. Some will change before the end of the summer.  In fact some will change before next week.  Hopefully, something I will say will spark an instantaneous change.  Change is good, as I implement changes in every class I teach.  

As a graduate, be proud of your accomplishment.  Your education 

is something that can never be taken from you.  Be proud of the diploma you will receive today.  Always put forth your best effort.  Be prepared for what life will present to you.  Keep all of your doors open, as never slam a door behind you - you never know when you may need to reenter.  Listen to everyone as listening can teach you so much.  Every student I have ever met teaches me, if I just take the time to listen carefully to them.

At the conclusion of each soccer season, I always reflect with the team on 

the season as I tell them winning builds humility, as be grateful you are given the tools and talents to succeed. On the other hand, losing builds character - never accept losing as always learn and strive to improve.  

As you enter into the next phase of your life, I hope you carry forth 
something from this talk.  I guarantee the next time I see many of you, you will be telling me about all the new things you are encountering.  I will remind you of the objective of this graduation speech - The change in life with respect to time.   
Remember, take one step at a time, do not skip steps, show all work, don’t 
assume anything, and be able to support your conclusion, then stand by your final answer.  Simply put, just play the game of life and play it hard.
CLASS OF 2010 -  I am proud of you as I know you have the tools to succeed.  It has been an honor to know you and I wish you the best life has to offer.  Be proud of your accomplishment and give thanks to everyone who helped you along the way to reach this day.  Take time to reflect and appreciate the beauty around you.  Set your goals high and take life to the limit. You are the future.  I expect each of you to make your mark!

Congratulations class of 2010.  
